RAMSAR SITE DESIGNATION

GRANTON AREA - FIRTH OF FORTH RAMSAR SITE
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PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT

This document has been produced by The Protected Areas Foundation as a Complementary summary information on the Ramsar Designation within Scotland is
response to a request from Edinburgh Shoreline for a clarification on the Ramsar available in a separate resource.
Site Designation, which forms part of the Scottish Marine Protected Area Network.

This information is dynamic and will need to be kept up to date in a format that is
The structure and content have been co-developed presenting a concise summary  relevant. It is intended to be used as a discussion point and to develop further
In plain language, where possible, explaining where the site is, why it is designated, research.
what the main pressures are and which groups are involved with management.
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LOCATION Firth of Forth
FlR | I_l OF FOR | | | AREA 6314 ha

DESIGNATED October 2001

MOST RECENT 2006

RAMSAR UPDATE Next update: unknown
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SSSI 8163, (updated 2011)

SPAs 10478 (updated 2018), 8500

RECOGNITION Birdlife International Important
Bird Area (14 species) and
Key Biodiversity Area (2472)

. Ramsar Sites


https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/1111?language=en
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/site-special-scientific-interest/8163/site-management-statement.pdf
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8499
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/10478
https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8500
https://datazone.birdlife.org/site/factsheet/firth-of-forth
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/site/factsheet/2472
https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/1111

Assessment data comes from a 5
year peak mean bird count from

1998/99-2002/2003

Species with peak counts in winter: 72,281
waterfowl (above the 20,000 required
for designation)

Species/populations occurring at levels of
international importance.

SPECIES WITH PEAK COUNTS

« Slavonian grebe

- Pink-footed goose (Podiceps auritus)
(Anser brachyrhynchus)

 Red knot

« Common redshank (Calidris canutus islandic)

(Tringa totanus tetanus) - Bar-tailed godwit

(Limosa lapponica lapponica)

Other bird species identified in Special Protection Area documents and additional
Ramsar information. Further details in the Ramsar Information Sheet, which also
recognised social and cultural values:

Aesthetic Non-consumptive Sport hunting Shoreline
: recreation : stabilisation and
Archaeological/ Tourism dissipati ‘
historical site Scientific research 'ssipation ©
Transportation/ erosive forces
Environmental Sport fishing navigation

education/
iInterpretation


https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/special-protection-area/8499/conservation-objectives.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/ramsar-site/8424/ramsar-site-citation.pdf
https://rsis.ramsar.org/RISapp/files/RISrep/GB1111RIS.pdf
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CONSERVATION
OBJECTIVES

The Ramsar IETormation Sheet

refers directly to the SSS| and
SPA conservation measures.
Legal protection of this site

comes from the ‘underpinning’
SSSI and SPA designations.

Photo by Tom Malpas

Eider Duck | Ramsar listed species
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SPA CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES

To avoid deterioration of the habitats of the
qualifying species or significant disturbance to
the qualifying species, thus ensuring that the
integrity of the site is maintained; and to ensure
for the qualifying species that the following are
maintained in the long term:

Population of the species as a viable component
of the site

Distribution of the species within site

Distribution and extent of habitats supporting
the species

Structure, function and supporting processes
of habitats supporting the species

No significant disturbance of the species

SSSI CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES

To maintain the populations of birds for which the
Firth of Forth is internationally and/or nationally
important:

« To maintain the area in a favourable condition to
allow for the continued feeding, resting, roosting
and breeding of all the key bird species which
use the area.

« To maintain and enhance the habitat, botanical

and invertebrate interest along the Forth

- To maintain the geological features of interest
and access to them

Encourage recreational enjoyment around the
Firth of Forth whilst recognising the need to
protect the nature conservation interest


https://rsis.ramsar.org/RISapp/files/RISrep/GB1111RIS.pdf

SEPA INFORMATICS DATA PORTAL 2019

r X P R E S S U R E S Human intrusions and disturbance :

These are human activities that immediately Recreational activities
degrade one or more values. 7= '-
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Rubbish/solid waste, Industrial/military effluents - oil

e
pr spills, domestic/urban waste water, sewage

e
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Residential and commercial development:
Tourism and recreation areas, Housing and urban areas

SCOTLAND’S MARINE ASSESSMENT 2020

Fishing:

Pressures on the marine environment in the Forth and Tay
Inshore area relate mostly to removal of target and non-target
species (defined on the assessment link).

Non-indigenous species:
Introduction or spread of non-indigenous species and
translocations is likely to be a potential pressure.

Pollution,noise and litter:

There is increasing evidence that a range of activities in the
marine environment, such as fishing (any gear), tourism,
shipping, sonar, port activities, are adding to these pressures.

. Specific assessments of Ramsar designated species were last carried out in 2015,
RAMSAR SITE: 1111 | Firth of Forth 2 - ;. 9 bird species were found to be in unfavourable condition, 19 in favourable condition.



https://informatics.sepa.org.uk/ProtectedNatureSites/
https://marine.gov.scot/sma/content/forth-and-tay
https://informatics.sepa.org.uk/ProtectedNatureSites/

MANAGEMENT

Jurisdiction: Scottish Executive, Marine Directorate,
Environment and Forestry Directorate.

Management authority: NatureScot

No Ramsar Site Management Plan exists for the site

Legal protection of this site comes from their ‘underpinning’
SSSI and SPA designations.

Nature Conservation Order for Firth of Forth SSSI and Firth of
Forth SPA, 2006 to ‘Prevent collection of cockles, except for
personal or scientific purposes’.

Active groups in oyster/seagrass restoration, beach cleans,
rewilding and community engagement

There is increasing community concern about the pressures on these desighated areas
which has engendered the creation of several extremely active and well supported
community groups.

Edinburgh Shoreline Raising awareness while helping deliver sustainable change

and increased biodiversity, using cultural history and arts
projects, and by improving the protection of, as well as
accessibility to the area.[ty.

Wardie Bay Beach Watch Wardie Bay Beachwatch runs a community marine litter
survey/ beach clean contributing to MCSUK data/ c

Western Harbour Ponds Urban rewilding and conservation of 4 freshwater ponds
adjacent to the Ramsar site

Granton Community Creating and cultivating community gardens, hosting

Gardeners community meals and events, supporting anyone in the
area who wants to grow food. Seeking to care for people
and wider ecosystems in our local neighbourhood.

Photo by Ewa Zasinska | Cramond intertidal flats | RAMSAR SITE: 1111 | Firth of Forth



https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8424
https://www.nature.scot/doc/nature-conservation-order-table-2019
https://www.mcsuk.org/ocean-emergency/marine-protected-areas/recovery-projects/uk-projects/restoration-forth/
https://edinburghshoreline.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/WardieBayBeachwatch/
https://westernharbourponds.org/
https://www.grantoncommunitygardeners.org/

JOIN US IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
Share this information, explore your nearest Ramsar site, and urge

decision-makers to protect wetlands through stronger policies and funding.
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info@protectedareasfoundation.org
protectedareasfoundation.org edinburghshoreline.org.uk
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www.protectedareasfoundation.org
https://edinburghshoreline.org.uk/
https://protectedareasfoundation.org/
https://edinburghshoreline.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61577127527176
https://www.instagram.com/protectedareasfoundation?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://www.linkedin.com/company/protected-areas-foundation/about/
https://bsky.app/profile/protectedareasfdn.bsky.social
https://www.facebook.com/EdinburghShoreline/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/edinburgh-shoreline-48b147352/
https://www.instagram.com/edinburghshoreline/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwOxaVLHWg1X5CY0CYntGnA
https://x.com/EdinburghShore



